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Till 7 EA 1 will not remove , lx. 
þ + 'TEGRITY from 3 4 
My Righteouſneſs I hold Fals, "and 
Fe will an let it go; ny Heart foal not 
reproach ine [o Jong as I live.” al 


2 HESE Words are the 
noble Reſolution of ho- 
u , that ſignal Ex- 
ample of Patience, when 
O under the ſoreſt Trials 
and Aſlictions. Tho naked and open 
to all the — of the Devil and the 
Malice 


0 4 1 
er of 115 . vet be [ 1 
ht be denten dur of h ey; 
adhered to his Pꝑinciples, and wk 
2 in his Integrity. In this he 
ed flüchſelf, anfl /Ttoofl] 2 2 3 
ock againſt the Winds and 
and Het ev ry OY — | 
and RBefplutions (11) jy v6 8 
: A Reſolution "well Be) d, form 4 
upon [the Innocence of 5 Heart rt, and 
a well grounded He 0 Je. be Confidence 
in God, that ſtrengthen d um Vith 
| Vigoir, and Wa rdf gal 
Pain, and the Sting: 8 0 Peak it 1 N. 
Ne Wit not FOmoue. Th * 
venrer from mt, & C. fe, PRE - | 
In ſpeaking to which Wor L hall, . 
Firſt, endeuvour to ſnew you the Nature 
of Integrity, and what it implies. Se- 
n and r 1 ſhall offer ſome 
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Arguments to perſuade n to ay 
Practice of this Virtue; mee. 
Fürſt then IL am to ten en 
the Nature of re and what it 
ee e ei un ode eee e 
By Integrity: we may underſtand a 
fix'd and ſtead Obſervance of all thoſe 
Rules which we are oblig d to guide 
ut Actions by; whatever the Conſe- 
quence: thereof may be. Tho Loſs of 
any Pleaſtire or Advantage ſhou'd at» 
tend the Diſcharge of our Duty, yet 
are we td adhere! to Truth, and never 
bend wur Principles or Practices to any 
onwtn ieee 

A Man of Integrity is always the 
lame tho the Face and Scene of At 
fairs Mould alter, he ſtill acts one ho- 
neſt, generous Part; maintains a ſteady 
Courſe in the greateſt Storms. His 
ber influenced — the Princt- 
01107 ples 
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_ ples of Religion and Honour; and 

guided by theſe, he is regular and juſt 
in all his Motions; no more to be 
chang d or alter d in his Progreſs, than 
the Courſe of the Sun is to be check d 
or controlled by the Winds. By which 
ſhort and general Account we may per- 
ceive, that Integrity has Regard both 
ta God and our Neighbour; and 1 
| ſhall beg leave to conſider it further 
and more particularly ure * to 
both theſe Obiectnss.. 


Now with Regard to Godzi it imports 


2 Diſpoſition, or rather Reſolution, in 


the Courſe and Tenor of our Lives; | 
to pleaſe him, to make his Commands 
the ſole Rule of our Actions, in Qppo- 
tion toany worldly Benefit. To have 
the Conſideration of a future State of 
greater Account in our Judgment than 
— „ to be —— in aur De- 


voti ion, 


(3) 


yotion, * zealous in the Cauſe and Ser- 


vice of our Maker, and the Intereſt and 


Welfare of his Church, tho never ſo 
much againſt the Grain of wicked and 
deſigning Men, nor to be influence d 
by their Promiſes or Smiles. Tis true 
theſe are Arguments to a Man, whoſe 
Hopes and Fears concerning the Goods 
of this World are ſtrong, and whoſe 
Faith is weak; who ſets a higher Rate 
on temporal Advantages, than on his 
Honeſty, his Character, his Conſcience, 
his God, or ane * a . 1 
* 
Such 4 Perſon readily. mne * 
all Obligations, the Ties of Duty and 
Conſcience, and gives himſelf up to 


the Conduct of others; is obſequious 
o wicked Men, for the very worſt ; 
Purpoſes. Has no Inclination, no Un- 
— in Contradiction to 8 
ä ut 


(8) 

but moves like an Engine, as they are 
pleas'd to wind and turn him, provided 
he finds his Account in the Compliance: 
He fits himſelf with a Sett of Princis 
ples, which are to laſt no longer than 
he has occaſion for them; that is, no 
longer than he can gain by them; takes 
the ſhorteſt Way to the End he pro- 
poſes, without being nice or ſcrupulous 
about the Means to obtain it: He is 
rough or ſmooth, pleaſant or four, as 
Occafion ſerves. . Transforms himſelf 
into a thouſand Shapes, reconciles him · 
ſelf to any Opinion or Practice that 
ſerves his Purpoſe ; will part with his 
Religion rather than laſe by holding it. 
His own ſecular Advantage being his 
firſt and greateſt Conſideration, all o- 
ther Things are thought little and un- 
neceflary, and fo. by giving up theſe 
2 — — he in time parts with the 

eſſential 
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eflential- and neceſſary O ones; "till at 
laſt Religion "itſelf is vt Moot 
away by his Condeſcentions; and being 
fix'd to no Point, but that of Intereſt, 
he has always a conftant Inclination to 
that Centre, and prepared to ſhift and 
tack about as the Wind ſerves. ' 9 4 
But when the Scene changes, which 
is always the Caſe, he is then put u pon 
neyCourſes, obliged to contradict hitm- 
felf, and diſdwn 4 5 he before ſo. ſtre⸗ 
muy avow'd: The Scale turns with 
im in favour of his Paſſions, his Co- 
vetouſneſs or Pride, in Oppofition 
Truth, his Reaſon” and his Gd. 
h This is the Life of a Man that i is got 
npright; to be patching up diſagree- 
Able Practices, and contriving by a 
thouſand paultry Shifts to reconcile 
himlclF- to the World, or even to him: - 
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. But it is not 5 with the of 
1 2 his Maker; N 1s 
bent upon his Service; whatever he 
does orantends i is entirely for his Glory 
here „or for the Enjoyment. of him 
hereafter. Ko private Fear, Reſent- 


ment, or Solicitation ſhall prevail on 
His Practice, or turn him afide ; and 


tho crafty 400 deſigning Men, whoſe 
Actions he oppoſes, bend their Bows, 
and, empt their Quiver ; tho they 

purſue him with Malice and Calumny, 


vith Reproach and Severity, yet will 


not he be aw d by their Numbers or 
Power, or frown' d ot threatned out of | 


his Reſolution. His ſuperior Virtue 
baffles their mean Attempts, and like 


a Guardian Angel, defends him, enables 
him to receive their Attacks without 
Fear, and to look down upon them 


with ad being * as St. Paul 
Was, 


(tt) 


e8th Chapter and: ;8th 
Fa Thit neither Nakedneſs nor 
Peril,” Shand, Life nor Death,” nor 
| ni palities,'nor Powers, nor Things h 
ee nor Things to come, hall 
ſeparate him from the Love of Chriſt. P 
This is the noble Triumph of a truly 
b Man; T fay truly 10, for Pro- 
1 and ſpecious ſhews of Religion 
have no Fart in the Compoſition of this 
Character; and therefore, Secondly, 
Integrity towards God muſt come from 
the Fleart; it muff affeck the Cloſet; 
rather than the Stage, and chuſe toe 
to be ſeen of God, than of Men. 
Outward Dechrations and pious Ap- 
pearances often pats upon Men; and 
Hypocrites and Deceivers "carr; on 
their Deſigns under theſe fair Coll ours; 
nay very often they who” have leaſt 
bincerity or Devotion in their Minds, 


have 


| and trifling Civilities. 


Fart ſo dextrouſly, that they go off 


affected ſtricter Rules of Living, and 


(12 


have moſt Purity in Profeſſion; as a 

falſe 1 — 4 moi cereme: 
1 V of 

bn — 
e Power, they are Maſters. of 

Tube — Gedlineſs, and, act ? 


with the Clap Applayſe, of the 
World. - This 0 was exactly the Caſe of 
the Phari/ee in the Goſpel.; ho Man 


greater Oſtentation of Gadlineb, and 


undiſcerning Men, he was queſtion; 
—— a Saint ot the Times; but 
he who pierc d to the Heart, and ear · 
ried his Eye beneath all his Niszuites, 
well knew the Deformity that lay u 
der the Paint, and the Rottenneſs that 
was within the ited. -* Kai par 
pa b d Sentence e 9 


(15) 


Let us no conſider Integrity as itt- 
regards our Neighbour: In this Ren 
ſpect it ĩmports a plain, open and un- 
reſerved Conyerſation and Behaviour, 
in all our Words, Bargains and Agree» | 
ments; — and Soundneſs of 
Heart, fires, from any ſecret Deſigns 
or artfull Folds and Meanings; from 
| Shifts or Sabterfuge ; that we eu 
haye no Exaſions or inſidious Devices, 
no.crafty Tricks or Fetches to deceive; | 
no After games to play, in Order to 
make what we ſay, or do, capable of x 
Meaning or Conſtruction different from 
what was, and what we deſigned ſhou'd. 
converſe; but in our Thoughts mean 
and intend what we praſeſs; be true to 
what we promiſe, and realty hat we 
appear to be. And tho this by Men 
of — and ſuch as axe ""_ d 
y 


fa) 


by Mu and print Mot: ves, may 
be thought: Weaknsfs,” and condemn 4 
as Folly: and Indforetion': pet it is un. 
Auettionabiy the Ornahient and Glory 
ca rational Creature; Witfbüt which 
there cou d be vo Dependence on 
Friendſhip; #6 Retia ande on Prothiles. 
Vows or Oaths. Inn every" Violon of 
Life we ſhouid be apprehenfive of Dan 
ger. Life and Speech upon theſe! Terms 
wou d become inſupportable; Cover; 
fation wou'd be a Cürſe inſtead of 4 
Bleſſing, betauſe our — 
bea Snare tö us. Then What Fears 
and" Jcaloufies! want Diſtruſts aud 
Hatred would ſuch à Practice produce 
But as bad as the Worid is, there will 
be ſtill ſome Pleaſure in it, a8 long as 
there are Men of Truth and Integrity 
to be met With. And now, that the 


Beauty af this'Virtue, or rather Com- 
plication 


vg 


I$, 

plication of Vi EY be more fully, 
deſcrib d, it will not, I hape, be amiſs 
to take Notice of ſome of thoſe ill 
Qualities, which are directly oppoſite 
to, and deſtructive of it. And; the 
Firſt of theſe is Lying: The fatal 
Conſequences of which Vice every 
Day's Experience ſufficiently demon- 
ſtrates: I hall not therefore take up 
your Time by enlarging on this Par- 
ticular, but ſhall endeavour only to 
ſhew you, how the Miſehief is aggra+ 
vated, and the Evil heighten d in ſome 
Caſes. As firſt, when we deceive thoſe 
who place a Confidence in us, or with 
whom we have enter d into Friendſhip. 
This links Perfidiouſneſs and Treachery 
to the Sin, and will add weight to its 
Condemnation; * and in this Reſpect 
it's Malignity and Miſchicf, as far ex- 
ceeds the ill Effects of Lying in our 

private 


to Integrity, 
Preſent, is Flattery, - By which artful 
and deſigning Men take Advantage of 


(x6) 
private Converſation and Affairs, 28 4 
Wound in the Head or Heart is more 
fatal to the Conſtitution, than one in 
the remote and ls neceſſary Parts of 
the Body, 
Ehe next and laſt Quality, oppitite 
which I ſhall-mention- at 


36. 44.9 


the Weakneſs of others; and by looth- 
ing their Vanity, or- gratifying that 
Itch or Paſſion, which is moſt predo- 
minant in them, glide and- infinuate 
like Oyl, into their Hearts and Aﬀec- 
tions; and with the real Cunning of 


the Serpent, whilſt Love and Inno- 


cence are pretended. By ſmooth Ad- 


drefles, and' foft Applications to the 


weak Side of a good · natur d Man, t they 
creep and wind r into his Fa- 


halts 715 4* 5 7282 
- Laſt, if this — 


exerting their nnd 
2 a 60 the 


Con- 
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Gena or Reproach of Loniſcienue⸗ * 
they will reſolve well; but alaſs l how: 
ſo0n'is that Reſolution baffled or for- 
got ? Put them upon any of the ſuf. 
fring or mortifying Duties of Reli- 
gion; put them upon denying them- 
ſelves, not only the whole Morid, 
which they! are obligid to, but even 
any: Furt of it, any? preſeint;Pleaſhre, 
any favourite Sin, and then they yield; 
their ſtout Reſolves vaniſn like a Mor- 
ning Cloud, and they: ſtrike in with 
the Temptation; they wou d be very 
well pleas d to entertain Hopes of ano- 
ther World, but not on the Condition 
of loſing any Thing for it in this. 
Others again ſtand Neuter, are fluc- 
ons; they halt between two, and will 
ne neither for Gop nor Baal, till 
| they 


(ts) 


they are ſire where the Advantage 
lies, and then pronounce for that! Side, 
which has the beſt Reward. Their 
Lives are made up of Inconſiſtencies 
and incoherent Parts, and ſuch a Med- 
key in the Whole, as makes a very 
diſagreeable Compoſition; for hat 
can be more ſo, than an unſteady, . in- 
conſtant Man, who moves by no cer- 
tain Principle; but ſnifts and changes, 
and is of any Opinion that is moſt 

— him Such a Perſun 
can neither be a loyal Subject, nor a 
true Friend. And whereas all other 
Motions and Periods; he like a Wave 
of the Sea, as St. James deicribes it; 
is toſs d to an fro, and: the Sport of 
every Wind. But in the Perſon before 
| 2 ne an n of another 
781 King. | 
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Kind. One that was reſolvd even 
unte Death; whe the abounding in 
alb the Wealeh and Grandeur that his 
Heart ou d deſige, yet freely reſign d 
_all}/4-threw \hunfelf under the Pro: 
tection of his Gon; and would not be 
temptedꝭ by the Inſinunt ions of the 
Devil, not the Importunity and Cen» 
ſure of his Friends, to part with what 
he held moſt dtar; What was his 
greateſt Camfart and Support in his 
Afflictions, ami in the End moſt juſt 
ly.rewarded, his Integrity. Thus did 
Jah cehave himſelf; this was the Part 


dans gied. fbro f mein nit ou b . | 


the Character given of. 3 bs 
was upright, and feared Gop. Seneca 
the Maoraliſt. ſpeaking of the renoun d 
Caro, days, Acce Vinum, Des Hignum! 
Laid That 


| Gato — 2 Here wo due 2 Man; 
nat flying to Death for Refuge from his 
Misfortunes; no, but bravely ſtand- 


walking uprightly, notwithitanding 
the Weight of Poverty, Pain and 
RBeproach that was laid upon him. 
His Power, his Riches, all but his 
Virtue, he readily reſign d:; but hold» 
ing that faſt, he had ſtill an Anchor 
to ſecure him, a ſolid Foundation, 
whereon to raiſe his Gontent, which 
is too often, by miſtake, PE 
from ſuch Things as can never give it. 
For true Happineſs being ſeated in 
the Mind, it is not Eminence of Sta · 
tion, whert the Standing is ſlippery 
and uncertain; er Aſſtuence bf 
„s | Wealth, 


ing the Shock of adverſe Fortune, and 


18 („ 
Wealth, Which h. Wings and: flies 
_ away 3-but® Innocence and H 9 
Prüth and Virtue, thut àre the Means 
to brain, 1 ſhould ſay, the very 
Aſſeftials thut compoſe it; the 
khoughtful Part, the Soul; being then 
entertaind and pleas d with its own 
Behaviour, notwithſtanding the Diffi- 
Culties the Body may be under. And 
this leads me, in the laſt Place; to offer 
ſome eee, to perſuade you to 
the Fractiee 'of this Virtue 14h! 
1 Now the Arguments with every good 
= Man, for continuing ſtedfaſt in his 
Duty, are Firſt, a firm Perſnaſion of 
the Care und Providence of 'Mmighty || 
Gov ; which when ſincerely believ d, 
muſt — have a very great 
Effect upon our Lives and Converſa- 
tions. We ſhall feat to do Evil, on 
ir a | any 


a) 

any: worldly; Conſiderations when mo - 
are really conv ine d that a ; Being 
infinitely - wile and powerful preſides 
over: us, with / the Sword /o Juſtices 
for the Puniſtunent of Offenders:: 
And on the other Hand, we ſhall da 
to execute his Commands againſt all 
Qppoſition i' when we are under the 
Conduct af ſo good, ſd gracious,jle. 
al powerful Gon 4 at 19t no 

But again; of all the Deſires ani 
Paſſions planted . in the Soul 7 
Manz i there ,ſis none: that ſpurs him on 
to great / and laudahle Undettakings, 
ſo much 2s; Hope ;, and the. Greater 9 
our Hope is, the more conſtant and 
vigorous is our Endeavour. Nam, 
this is our peculiar Adyantage, that 


that of the. bigheſt Reward, Wen 


re} the 
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we have a ſure and certain Hope, and 


L 24 * 
the hort and narrow Limits of this 
World ; the proſpect is enlatg d, and 
we ſtand upowa Height ſuperior to all 
ethers; having ſuch a View: before us 
of Happineſs, and that eternal, as 
the wiſeſt Heaubent, notwithſtanding 
their curious and piercing Obſervati · 

on, cou'd not diſcover. Their: heroic 
Actions and Patience, were /carry'd 
on for the Reward of Virtue; and 
the Satisfaction that aroſe: from it in 
this Life; but then, for Want of tlie 
| 1 aint ich 13 
eiten Tank — their Troubles 
and the Cordial, in Caſes of Extre- 
tiity was too weak to ſupport their 
Spirits; and therefore one of the 
moſt ſhining: and celebrated Inftances 


«mangſt. chem, made Death his. he | 


fuge, 


in oder ea Fabian, Mb... £6 mm ww 9 
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ſuge, and ſo fled from N _— 


cond not refiſt or endure. Whereas 


ve Ohriſtians, are: urged to main- X 


tain it, by nobler Motives ; - to adhere 


and naked Beauty, but for the in- 


alen what remains, -but that all 


of us enden von * 


about us in dur Br 


ther the Importunities 4 51 1 © 
Friends, not” Malice of: Devils can 

deprive us Gf; and wirkt holy Job, 
rather die than remove it from us; 


9 the Advisc cl the Apoſtle in I 
D our 


which, upon their Principles, he 2 


to Truth, not only for its nativ 1 


3 Reward, which follows it. 3 
Siee then, my Brethren, the com- 
forts and Rewards of Integrity are ſo 
great and many, and the Motives for 
adhering ſtedfaſtly to it, ſo very pre- 
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och Miß; Be ye ftedfiſt, unmove 


able, A Ways thou nding in the 
of tlie Lord, for as much a8 ye know 
that! Jour Labour ſhall not be Vain; 
which God of his infinite rere * 7 
thro at 3 74 
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